THE   CAROLINCIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
bad ever yet employed.1 He even defied die Emperor, by requesting
the faithful to refrain from the heresy which Leo had proclaimed.
And while flatly denying his authority, he reproached the Emperor
with his inability to defend Italy, threatening to turn toward the
Western nations, and forbidding the Romans to pay taxes to the
Emperor, The Imperial troops cantoned in Italy immediately
mutinied, deposed their officers, and appointed others; the Exarch
Paul was killed in a riot; and the Romans expelled their duke. The
whole of Byzantine Italy was in a state of rebellion, ready, no doubt,
to elect an anti-Emperor if the Pope had advised it to do so. But
he did nothing of the kind. Was this perhaps due to a last scruple
of loyalty, or was the Pope unwilling to instal an emperor beside
him in Italy ?2
The Emperor, however, did not give way. A new Exarch was
sent to Ravenna, but he was powerless to act, having no troops at
his disposal. The situation was all the more serious inasmuch as the
Lombard dukes of Spoleto and Benevento, who had rebelled against
their king, were supporting the Pope. There was only one thing
for the Emperor to do: to ally himself with the King of the
Lombards, Luitprand, who took this opportunity of reducing the
rebellious dukes.
Thanks to Luitprand, the Exarch entered Rome, and although
the Pope still continued to oppose iconoclasty, he capitulated
politically. He agreed to acknowledge the temporal authority of
the Emperor, but he claimed the right of independence in the
spiritual domain. In 730 he protested once more against the new
iconoclastic edict promulgated by the Emperor, and declared that
the Patriarch of Constantinople had forfeited his office.
Politically, however, the Pope now acted in agreement with the
Exarch, whose authority was re-established without contest. An
anti-Emperor who had been proclaimed in Tuscany was killed,
and his head was sent to Byzantium; Ravenna, after repelling a
Byzantine fleet, once more fell into the Exarch's hands.
1 jaeb£-wattenbach, Regeste, No. 2180. Cf hartmann, op. dt., vol. II2,
p. 94.	a HARTMANN, Op, dt.t Vol. II2, p. 95,
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